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No spring nor summer beauty hath such grace 

As I have seen in one autumnal face. 
John Donne, Elegy 9.1 

 

 

2008 Conference: 
 

HISTORICAL ENGINES: TEXTS, TECHNOLOGY AND 
INNOVATION IN THE MIDDLE AGES 

AND RENAISSANCE 
 
Hosted by Charlene Kelsey (University of Colorado at Boulder), the 
conference will take place from April 24-26.  Please look over the call for 
papers (below): 
 

THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN MEDIEVAL AND RENAISSANCE 
ASSOCIATION announces a call for papers for their 40th annual conference to 
be held at the University of Colorado, in Boulder, Colorado April 24-26, 2008 on 
the topic of: 

HISTORICAL ENGINES: 
TEXTS, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION 
IN THE MIDDLE AGES AND RENAISSANCE 

 
The twentieth and twenty-first centuries do not have exclusive claim to 
technological and intellectual innovations; pre- and early modern cultures were also 
deeply involved in technical innovation. These innovations ranged across the 
spectrum; physical inventions and institutional innovations changed society in large 
as well as subtle ways, and innovations in the intellectual sphere, from the use of 
vernacular languages in literature to the introduction of Arabic numbers, 
transformed how and what people could think. Innovation seems to be a constant 
characteristic of the human condition, then as well as now.  



 
 The Rocky Mountain Medieval and Renaissance Association is interested in papers 
exploring the relationship between technology and history from scholars in all 
disciplines on any aspect of technological or intellectual innovation during the 
Middle Ages and Renaissance.  Papers could address topics in areas such as warfare, 
political organization, literary devices, and techniques in the visual or performing 
arts, among many others. 
Questions of interest might range across the critical field: 

 How does the notion of technology complicate our notions of period?  
 By what language do medieval and early modern people discuss 

technological innovation? 
 What is the relationship between textuality and technology?  How does 

textual production reflect technological thinking? 
 Is it fair to classify technological innovation as the province of vernacular or 

secular knowledge?  
 How do monastic institutions use technological innovation? 
 What is the relationship between technology and class or estate structure? 

 
Proposals should clearly state the problem being discussed and its relation to the 
conference theme, as well as the discoveries, insights or conclusions that will be 
presented. Abstracts of no more than 500 words for a twenty minute presentation 
may be submitted to Professor Charlene Kellsey via email: 
charlene.kellsey@colorado.edu (184 UCB, University of Colorado, Boulder, CO 
80309-0184 USA). Deadline for submissions is December 3, 2007. Notifications 
will be sent out by December 21. 
 
All presenters must become members of RMMRA ($25) and pay the conference 
registration fee. Registration packets with further details of venues and hotels will 
be sent out in January. Information will also be posted on the association website 
at: www.uni.edu/~swanj/rmmra/rocky.htm     

 
Awards from 2007 Conference in Tempe, Arizona 
 
Delno C. West Award— Because so few papers from the 2007 Conference 
were submitted for judging, the committee was unable, in good conscience, to 
designate any one as the best paper presented by an advanced faculty member 
at the conference. The very small number of papers that were submitted for 
the West Award this year, if the submitters agree, will be retained by RMMRA 
President Darin Merrill and entered into the 2008 competition.  We 
encourage all senior faculty members to submit their papers from the 2008 
Conference in Boulder to the West Award competition! 
 

mailto:charlene.kellsey@colorado.edu
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Allen D. Breck Award—Kimberly Johnson of Brigham Young University was 
awarded the 2007 Breck Award for her paper, “Sacramental Intimacy in 
Richard Crashaw’s Devotional Poetry,” judged the best paper presented at the 
conference by a younger scholar.  Noting that “the Crashaw essay was [. . . ] 
successful at clearly and convincingly establishing its point,” the contest judge 
further remarked, “The metaphysical intimacies that Crashaw offers up and 
which the essay points out are the very delicacies that one expects from such a 
poet. What refreshes about this essay is that it is willing to rustle through the 
empty wrappers in the candy box to find some of the potentially overlooked 
sweets.” 
  
 
Quidditas:  The Journal of the Rocky Mountain Medieval and 
Renaissance Association 
 

Quidditas, v. 28 is expected to be out before the end of the year.  
The contents reflect the eclectic nature of our journal, and of our 
organization.  Seven articles and notes explore Early Modern English 
translations of Virgil’s Georgics; twentieth-century printed illustrations 
of Rabelais’ Pantagruel; imagery on Charlemagne’s coinage; the 
thirteenth-century philosopher and theologian, William of Auvergne; 
illustrations in the now defunct Boydell Shakespeare Gallery; a 
linguistic analysis of an Old Icelandic word and its probable meanings; 
and a transcription of a “poison-pen” letter concerning Margaret 
Cavendish, hitherto only available in manuscript.  
 We are delighted to receive submissions for v. 29, which will be 
published in 2008.  We are interested in formal essays, and also in 
articles that would suit our “Texts and Teaching” section.  If you (or 
scholars you know) have a literature review article, or reviews of books 
you found useful for courses in any aspect of medieval or early modern 
studies, please send them along.  Send all submissions and 
correspondence to James H. Forse at quidditas_editor@yahoo.com. 
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RMMRA Membership Form 

Nota bene: all conference presenters need to be members of the RMMRA. 

Flat rate annual dues: $25.  Please remit dues to the Treasurer: 

Dr. Margaret Harp 
RMMRA Treasurer 
University of Nevada 
Department of Foreign Languages 
4505 Maryland Pkwy 
Las Vegas, NV 89154-5047 
702/895-4227 
(e-mail: margaret.harp@unlv.edu). 

 
You may complete and submit this form online by clicking here:  join online 
 
Return to RMMRA homepage:  RMMRA homepage 
 

Please provide the following information, which will be used in the RMMRA directory and mailing 
list, unless you stipulate otherwise. 

Name:  

 

Title (as you prefer):  

 

Preferred Address (limit to 5 lines):  

 
 
 
 
 

Preferred Telephone:  

 

E-mail address:  
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